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“WHAT I WAS” NOVEL UNIT PLAN
Teaching: “What I Was”
Dear Colleagues,


At first glance, I was not exactly sure how to tackle this novel. I was not even sure if I enjoyed reading it the first time through. Reading the novel a second time looking for ways to teach it, changed my viewpoint completely. I feel back in love with the novel, and realized why it’s a wonderful novel to teach to high school students. The novel is not a Young Adult novel, but still appeals to a Young Adult audience. It would be most appropriate to teach this novel to Eleventh Grade Honor Students, because of the controversial issues presented. Ideally, the class should be composed of twenty students and the novel will be read in one of the last units of the year. 
The students will be reading the novel relatively fast, because of its ability to be a fast paced page turner. The students will also be creating a Reading Blog to use as a Reading Journal, to document the journey through the novel and help students keep track of the complex characters. Additionally, the Reading Blog will eliminate annoying reading quizzes and gives students a chance to express themselves through unique writing assignments. The students will rely heavily on technology in this unit. By creating a Hyper Text, MySpace Profile, using YouTube, and making a Film as a final project the students will interpret and form opinions based on characters. Lastly, the students will be using performance to recreate and highlight the vivid language and description depicted in the novel.
Students should be looking at this novel, in the sense that the main character, “H”, could have been a fellow classmate, companion, or even themselves. “H” is a confused adolescence who is not sure of himself or his surroundings, and expresses himself to make decisions throughout the novel. Meg Rosoff is an interesting author who plays with language to hook her readers into the evolving relationship which she creates in her writing. I believe I can hook the students into her work by creating fun and smart lessons which spark creativity and interpretation. Hope you enjoy reading over the unit!
Thanks,
Amanda 
LESSON 1: “Creating Blogs”
_______________________________________
WHAT’S ON FOR TODAY AND WHY?

Before beginning this unit, the teacher should make sure each student will have access to a computer at home, because mostly all homework will involve using the computer. For the first lesson the teacher should reserve the computer lab for a period. Today, students will establish their “Blogs” which will act as a Reading Journal for this unit. Each student will have his or her own Blog, and the teacher should make access to their “Blogs” on his or her webpage. The teacher will give a brief lesson on creating a Blog using http://www.blogger.com/home. This is a free website which is used to create Blogs. Each student needs to provide their own email address to set up an account. After the creation of the Blog, the teacher will distribute the reading schedule and journal assignments. 

The Blog is a relatively easy way to check to see if the student is reading at home, and the students can also benefit from reading each other’s assignment on each other’s Blog as well. In addition, the students will be able to use the Blog as a study guide, reference, and a guide while reading to trace the complex characters and change throughout the novel.
WHAT TO DO:
1. CREATING A BLOG
Teacher should reserve a computer lab for this component of the lesson. The students will be making their reading journals by using Blogger.com. The website is very user friendly, and the students should have no problem following the prompts to make the Blog. But, just in case the students are having trouble, the teacher will be monitoring the activity by walking around the room and answering questions. In addition, a handout will be provided. The teacher can also create his or her own Blog on the projector computer if one is available in the lab.
SEE BLOG HANDOUT
2. READING SCHEDULE AND BLOG ASSIGNMENTS
The teacher will now distribute a Reading Schedule and Blog Assignment Sheet, which should be followed for the duration of the novel. The teacher will also answer any questions the students may have about the homework or reading.

SEE READING SCHEDULE AND BLOG ASSIGNMENTS
3. DISTRUBUTE NOVEL AND READ BACK COVER

The teacher will distribute the novel to the students, and ask one to read the back cover of the novel. The teacher should verbally pose the following questions for the students to write about on a blank piece of paper: 

· What do you think this novel will be about? 

Based on the back cover of the novel, what do you make of H and Finn’s relationship?
4. HOMEWORK

The teacher will collect the prediction activity as the students walk out of the classroom. The students should read chapters 1-3 for homework. Also, the students should answer this question for their first blog post:

· “Father Came to a halt in front of the main hall, set the brake, pulled my bag out of the boot, and turned to me in what he probably imagined was a soldierly manner. ‘Well he said, ‘this is it.’” 

· Write your first Blog in your own voice considering the above statement. Imagine your parents have dropped you off at boarding school in a faraway place. How would you feel? Would you any of the same feelings as “H”? 

· In this reading section, “H” describes St. Oswald’s and his feelings toward the school, I want you to do the same, but think about how you might feel in this situation.
· Finally, Email the teacher a link to you Blog for the class website!
HOW DID IT GO?
Hopefully, the teacher has excited the students to read the novel. The back cover of the novel is interesting, and makes the novel seem suspenseful and full of romance. Also, by incorporating the use of technology into this unit, and allowing their blogs to be visible to the other students makes an authentic audience for each assignment. Usually, students step up their performance on assignments based on this factor. 

Students will receive grades for their work on Monday after the work has been completed. Some homework assignments will receive an actual point grade, while other homework activities will be graded based on this system:

· A Check Plus for Summaries that are complete and provide detailed examples.

· A Check for Summaries that are fairly complete and provide adequate examples.

· A Check-Minus for Summaries that are incomplete or provide vague examples.


1. If you have a Gmail Account, log in with that email address, and you can create a blog within your account. If not, use your own personal email address.

2. Follow the prompts. You will be asked to:

· Enter Email Address

· Re-type Email Address

· Enter a Password

· Re-type Password

· Create a Display Name

· Complete Word Verification

· Agree to the Terms, Check the Box!
Make sure to write down your password, the username will be your email address.

3. Name the Blog

Give the Blog an Address:

This should be your first name and initial of your last name.
4. Chose a Template
5. Success! You have created the Blog! 

LESSON 2:  “Saint Oswald”
_______________________________________

WHAT’S ON FOR TODAY AND WHY?

Today, students will be looking at Saint Oswald to understand what the Saint stands for and to see if there is any connection to the book. Students will be reading Chapters 4 and 5 in class. In addition, students will be asked to Hypertext one of two passages for homework, and present them to the class the following day. 
There could be a possible connection to Saint Oswald and the character of “H”. Saint Oswald was known to spread Christianity all over the region of Northumbria, and take care of the poor and weak citizens of the country. Does “H” exude qualities of Saint Oswald while he is taking care of Finn later in the novel? This might be a point to later consider when the characters are more developed. Also, the students should be aware of the connection to history in this novel. 
WHAT TO DO:
1. DISCUSSION OF HOMEWORK

Each day the classroom should be arranged into a discussion circle, the teacher should ask for students to share their responses to the blog homework assignment. This will be a regular occurrence, and the class should always begin this way. Students do not have to share anything lengthy, but each student should participate and share their findings at least twice a week. The teacher should also take any additional questions about the reading completed for homework.
2. SAINT OSWALD

Students will receive a handout based on Saint Oswald. Also, the teacher will show a very brief YouTube video giving a synopsis of the Saint’s background. The teacher will then review the handout, and take any additional questions about the handout or the Saint. The students should keep in mind a possible connection to any of the characters to the idea of Saint Oswald as he or she finishes reading the remainder of the novel.
PLEASE SEE HANDOUT AND YOUTUBE VIDEO.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vnU_3Aziyso
3. READING CHAPTER FOUR AND FIVE

The class will begin to read chapter four and five using the Spirit Reading Method. One student will begin reading and will continue to read until he or she wants to stop. Another student in the class will pick up on the reading where the student has left off, and the students will continue this method throughout the remainder of the period.

4. HOMEWORK

Tonight, Students will Hypertext a passage about Finn. This will give students an idea about the character of Finn, and they will be able to paint a more vivid picture of this character in their heads. The teacher will assume the student’s knowledge of how to Hypertext already, because of previous assignments given in the class.
SEE READING SCHEDULE AND BLOG ASSIGNMENTS
HOW DID IT GO?
First, the discussion of homework should be a good indication if the students read, and also interesting to see the student’s perspective based on H’s idea of the school. Hopefully, students will make connections to this idea later in the novel. If not, it is still interesting to the background information about the book. Reading through Chapter’s 4 and 5 will give students a good idea about the type of person Finn is, and the students should have no problem hyper texting the passage for him based on his character.

The teacher should grade the Hypertext project on a point scale. The project will be worth twenty five points, and will be kept on their weekly grade sheet. Excellent Hypertexts with sufficient words associated with images will be graded closer to twenty five, while Hypertexts which do not show much effort or few images will be graded at or below twenty points.
RESOURCES:

Saint Oswald Handout: http://www.catholic-saints.info/roman-catholic-saints
Saint Oswald YouTube Video: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vnU_3Aziyso
From: http://www.catholic-saints.info/roman-catholic-saints-m-r/saint-oswald.htm
The Story and History of Saint Oswald

The story and history of Saint Oswald. Oswald was of a noble Saxon family, and was endowed with a very rare and beautiful form of body and with a singular piety of soul. He was brought up by his uncle, St. Odo, Archbishop of Canterbury, and was chosen, while still young, dean of the secular canons of Winchester, then very relaxed. His attempt to reform them was a failure; and he saw, with that infallible instinct which so often guides the Saints in critical times, that the true remedy for the corruptions of the clergy was the restoration of the monastic life.
 He therefore went to France and took the habit of St. Benedict, but returned, only to receive the news of Odo's death. He found, however, a new patron in St. Dunstan, now metropolitan, through whose influence he was nominated to the see of Worcester. To these two Saints, together with Ethelwold of Winchester, the monastic revival of the tenth century is mainly due. Oswald's first care was to deprive of their benefices the disorderly clerics, whom he replaced as far as possible by regulars, and himself founded seven religious houses. Considering that in the hearts of the secular canons there were yet some sparks of virtue, he would not at once expel them, but rather entrapped them by a holy artifice. Adjoining the cathedral he built a church in honor of the Mother of God, causing it to be served by a body of strict religious. He himself assisted at the divine Office in this church, and his example was followed by the people. 
The canons, finding themselves isolated and their cathedral deserted, chose rather to embrace the religious life than to continue not only to injure their own souls, but to be a mockery to their people by reason of the contrast offered by their worldliness to the regularity of their religious brethren. As Archbishop of York a like success attended St. Oswald's efforts; and God manifested His approval of his zeal by discovering to him the relics of his great predecessor, St. Wilfrid, which he reverently translated to Worcester. He died February 29, 992.
Feast Day of Saint Oswald
The Feast Day of Saint Oswald is February 29. The origin of Feast Days: most saints have specially designated feast days and are associated with a specific day of the year and these are referred to as the saint's feast day. The feast days first arose from the very early Christian custom of the annual commemoration of martyrs on the dates of their deaths at the same time celebrating their birth into heaven. 
LESSON 3: “Developing Characters”
_______________________________________

WHAT’S ON FOR TODAY AND WHY?

Today, the students will be presenting their Hypertext projects of Finn’s character. Also, the students and the teacher will continue reading the novel and read Chapters Six and Seven. Lastly, the teacher will talk about H’s character and distribute the homework assignment for tonight. The students will be creating a MySpace Profile Page of H’s Character after learning more and getting to know his personality through reading the chapters.

The presentation of Hypertexts and the creation of a MySpace Profile allow the students to complete a close reading of the novel. This is part of the goal for students to understand and interpret the characters while reading the remainder of the novel, and make opinions based on them. If the teacher gives all the students an opportunity to share their work, students may have different perspectives or ideas about the characters in the future.

HOW TO DO IT:
1. PRESENTATION OF HOMEWORK

The teacher will have the class website pulled up on the class projector or Smart Board in the classroom. Each student will have the opportunity to present their Hypertext of Finn’s character to the class. The teacher should discuss the images, sounds, and videos used to describe the character and ask questions about choices used in the Hypertext. Finally, the teacher will take any additional questions about the project.
2. READ AND DISCUSS CHAPTER SIX AND SEVEN

The teacher will begin reading Chapter Six to the class. The teacher should stop at points in the novel which emphasize H’s new obsession with Finn. The teacher should also make note of how “H” wants to begin this new life, and what will be part of his new life. Chapter Seven can be read by volunteers in the class or simply by going around the reading circle. After reading chapter seven, the teacher should ask the student the following question and to write the answer on a separate sheet of paper:

· “My heart stopped. I want….I want to…I want you… I fled.”

· Ask the students their opinion about “H” fleeing and leaving Finn’s house?

· Why do you think “H” left so quickly? What was he afraid of?
3. ASSIGN HOMEWORK

The teacher will ask students to look at the Blog Assignment and Reading Schedule sheet. Tonight, the students will be asked to create a MySpace Profile for H’s character. The teacher should direct students to look at passages from today’s reading for further clarification about his character.
PLEASE SEE READING SCHEDULE AND BLOG ASSIGNMENTS

HOW DID IT GO? 

The teacher should have a good idea of how the lesson went based on what the students return for the MySpace Profile assignment. Students will be able to identify the type of character “H” is, and how he is represented in the novel. Students will be able to present their MySpace Profiles in class to show the other students just like the Hyper Text assignment. Again, this builds an authenticity within the assignment to further make the student work harder and really put effort to what is in front of them.

The reading in class is going to be tedious, but the teacher should try to change and incorporate as many reading methods as possible. However, with careful attention to discussion of homework and points in the chapters, students will really enjoy reading and discussion in class.
LESSON 4: “Painting a Picture”
_______________________________________

WHAT’S ON FOR TODAY AND WHY?

Meg Rosoff fills her novel with vivid descriptions of a quaint Old English Sea town. She also describes scenes and settings to make the reader feel like they are right in the story with the characters. Today, the students will present their MySpace Profiles, and further look into H’s character. The students will be asked to look for and make illustrations from scenes in the novel. The teacher will first be reading with the students in the class, and then the students will be looking for scenes on their own in groups.
Language use is an important component in this novel. Students need to take notice that the author deliberately describes scenes and ideas in the novel to further illustrate the characters and plot. This exercise will help students interpret words into meaning, complete a close reading, and also exercise multiple intelligence theory.
HOW TO DO IT:
1. PRESENTATION OF HOMEWORK
Students will begin class just as the previous days. The students will be arranged in a circle, and some will be asked to share the homework from the previous night. The teacher may ask questions about the type of ideas presented in the profile. The teacher could also ask a student, why they choose a particular song or image in the profile? The teacher should have the Smart Board or computer projector available to successfully complete this part of the lesson.
2. READ CHAPTERS 10 AND 11
Now, the teacher will begin a popcorn reading of Chapters 10 and 11. The teacher should begin the popcorn reading, and call on one student in the class. There are no limits of the amount a student chooses to read. After the student has completed the reading, they will choose another student in the class to take over reading.

3. PAINTING A PICTURE GROUP WORK
In Chapters 10 and 11, Rosoff presents many scenes which use vivid description. The students will be asked to find several scenes were Rosoff uses detailed descriptions. Afterwards, the students will be asked to each draw a picture of how the scene might look. The teacher should ask the students to work in groups with students sitting around them. Each group should consist of no more than three people.

Possible Suggestions:

· Pg. 57 Tides were crucial.

· Pg. 58 This time I bought bacon and tea cakes.

· Pg. 63 I followed Finn outside.

· Pg. 65 When Finn returned

· Pg. 66 Gripping the first live crab.

PLEASE SEE PAINTING A PICTURE HANDOUT.
4. COLLECT GROUP WORK AND TAKE HOMEWORK QUESTIONS
Teacher should collect the group work if the students have finished. If not the students should finish the activity for homework. Also, the teacher should instruct the students to look at the Blog and Homework Assignment sheet for clarification about tonight’s homework.

HOW DID IT GO?
After, today’s lesson students should be able to identify places of detail in Rosoff’s novel. The students should also be able to interpret the details into images which will help the student’s paint a picture of what is going on in the novel. This is way to help students set up scenes and settings when they will be creating their own films. The language is an important part to this novel, and the teacher should notice that Rosoff does deliberately use techniques to convey this aspect of writing. 
The group work assignment will be graded as any other non-point based assignment. A typical system to grade could look like this:

· A Check Plus for Summaries that are complete and provide detailed examples.

· A Check for Summaries that are fairly complete and provide adequate examples.

· A Check-Minus for Summaries that are incomplete or provide vague examples.

Name: _______________________________________________________________________________

Painting a Picture
Rosoff uses vivid descriptions in the novel, What I Was. In Chapters 10 and 11, there are many places where she utilizes this technique to highlight a character’s action. Find several places and scenes where Rosoff does this, and draw a picture of one of them above. You may work with a group to find places of description within the chapters, but each person should draw their own picture. Finally, copy the quote on the bottom of this handout, so I know what you have drawn!

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Lesson 5: “Living Pictures”
_______________________________________

WHAT’S ON FOR TODAY AND WHY?

First, the students and teacher will be going over the discussion questions about the character’s relationship for homework. Later, students will be looking and analyzing at the chapters which they read for homework. Students will be working with the passages, and creating Living Pictures. This is an interesting activity, which will help students, recognize different forms of relationships and the closeness of the relationship with “H” and Finn possess. Also, this living picture activity is a bit different, because it is actually more like a Dumb Show, but incorporates choreographers on stage moving the characters from position to position. Lastly, the students will be reading around the circle for the remainder of the period.
HOW TO DO IT:

1. DISCUSS QUESTIONS FROM HOMEWORK
The class will begin with a discussion about the questions for homework. Students will discuss the questions, their findings, and hear from a few students about their responses. The class will be arranged in a circle just as the previous days.
2. LIVING PICTURES
The teacher will have students count off into groups of five. Two students will be the living picture, while the other two will arrange the picture in front of the class. Finally, the last student will read the passage which corresponds to their actions as the actors act out the picture. The teacher may conduct a model of this for the students to watch prior to the onset of the activity or the teacher could let the students form their own ideas. This activity is similar to a “Dumb Show”, but is a bit different because of the actual choreographers involved with the two students. The choreographers will be on the stage as well, moving the two performers from position to position as the narrator reads the passage aloud to the class. After each group has met, the students will be asked to perform in front of each other.  
PAGE REFERENCE: Pg. 81 and 82
3. READ CHAPTERS 14 AND 15
Now, the teacher will move into a read around of Chapters 14 and 15. Students will be asked to read in the circle, and after they feel like they have read enough. The next student will pick up. If, the living picture activity takes up more time, the class will have to finish reading the remainder of the reading for homework.
4. REFER THE STUDENTS TO BLOG AND HOMEWORK ASSIGNMENT

Teacher should ask students to look at homework sheet, and make any additional changes. Also, the students should respond to their discussion questions on the Blog this weekend as well as read the corresponding chapters. Also, the teacher should let the students know to turn in any additional work, because they will be receiving their work back on Monday with their grades for their Blog assignments.
PLEASE SEE GRADING SHEET.
HOW DID IT GO?
The objective of this activity was for students to realize the closeness of “H” and Finn’s relationship, and also to see how a novel can become a performance with a bit of acting and choreographing.  This lesson allows all students to become involved by actively participating while reading the novel. It also looks into the relationship which “H” and Finn have, and it might seem that they are not close because of the lack of dialogue in the novel, but in reality you may not need to have words to express feelings. 
Today is the end of the first week. The students should have a good grasp on the characters “H” and “Finn”. Finally, the students should turn in any additional work before the end of the period, because they will receive all their written assignments and blog assignment grades on Monday on a Grade Sheet. PLEASE SEE GRADING SHEET.
	ASSIGNMENT
	DATE DUE
	CREDIT
	POINTS POSSIBLE
	POINTS RECIEVED

	Create the Blog
	Tuesday
	
	25
	

	Discussion Quest.
	Tuesday
	Check, Check Plus,

Check Minus
	
	

	Hyper Text
	Wednesday
	
	25
	

	MySpace Profile
	Thursday
	
	25
	

	Paint a Picture
	Friday
	Check, Check Plus, Check Minus
	
	

	Discussion Quest.
	Friday
	Check, Check Plus,

Check Minus
	
	

	
	
	
	TOTAL =
	


NAME: ____________________________________________________

WEEK ENDING:

____________________________________________________

COMMENTS:

 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
LESSON 6: “The Fishbowl”
_______________________________________

WHAT’S ON FOR TODAY AND WHY?

From this point, we have discussed about the actual character’s personality, and ideas which are presented based on their characters. But, we have not compared the two main characters. One of the ideas presented in the novel is based on education. “H” is taught by prestigious boarding schools, while Finn is completely self taught. This is a great debate point for the students to sift and decipher: Which character is more educated and why?
Students will be debating this idea about the characters within the Fishbowl. The Fishbowl technique is when a set a students are chosen to discuss a topic. The rest of the class watches, listens, and writes their own opinions about the topic. Afterward, a discussion will commence about the ideas presented in the fishbowl. Students will all be given the opportunity to present their additional ideas at this point.

HOW TO DO IT:
1. ARRANGE CLASSROOM AND CHOOSE STUDENTS FOR FISHBOWL

The classroom should be set up with five desks in the middle facing each other, and the remainder of the desks in a circle around the five desks. The students have received the questions in advance to prepare for the discussion. The teacher will begin the discussion with the first question from the Penguin Reader’s Guide. The additional questions listed can also be used to moderate and add to the discussion. At any time another student, can tap out of the discussion, but only after something meaningful is posed to the class.
· From H’s perspective, formal schooling is mostly useless and serves only to cement students’ social status and privileges. Finn, on the other hand, is self-taught. Who is more educated?
· Is H’s knowledge about the Dark Ages, Northumbria, and Saint Oswald useful?

· How is Finn’s knowledge useful?

· Finn reads a massive amount of books and literature does this make him educated?

· What factors make someone educated?


Keep in mind students have participated in this type of discussion in the past, and are 
familiar with the format. For clarification purposes, students will be able to reference 
the handout as well. Also, students will have the entire weekend to work with the 
guided questions and find places in the text where they may look towards evidence.

PLEASE SEE HANDOUT FOR FISHBOWL EXERCISE.
2. DISCUSSION WITH ENTIRE CLASS

The teacher should now take up time to wrap up loose ends, and find out where things were not explained well or confusing to the students. Also, students now have the opportunity to ask any additional questions to each other about their responses. The teacher can also ask questions about student’s thought process based on their evidence and opinions used.
3. QUICK WRITE

Students will be asked to complete a quick write based on this following open ended statement and question: 
· I noticed in the Fish Bowl…
· Who is more educated based on the discussion? Finn or H?
The students will be given the remainder of the period to finish writing the quick write; if they finish early the students can begin reading their homework assignment.
4.  HOMEWORK
The students will be directed to look at the homework and blog assignment sheet.    Also, the teacher will collect the quick write homework activity. The teacher will now take any additional questions based on the quick write or the homework activity.
PLEASE SEE BLOG AND HOMEWORK ASSIGNMENT SHEET.
HOW DID IT GO?

The fish bowl activity is successful when the students are prepared, and everyone in the room gives respect for the participants. The teacher needs to remember that he or she is a moderator, not a facilitator. The teacher should have a list of back up questions for the students, because discussion could go off course or not be prevalent to the ideas being presented. This activity enforces active listening from all the participants and the observers. It gives students to the chance to hear multiple perspectives, and form different ideas based on the topic being discussed. It also allows for students to form their own opinions, and not be judged on the basis of that opinion.
The teacher should know how the activity went based on the observations of participation, and the responses that were handed in. Also, the moments of silence or lack thereof are also good indicators. Each student will have a different opinion, and there is no right or wrong answer. Open ended questions usually make the best fish bowl discussions. The teacher should grade participation based on the following:

· A Check Plus for students that completed and provided detailed examples.

· A Check for students that fairly completed and provided adequate examples.

· A Check-Minus for students that did not provide examples and examples which were vague.

The FISH BOWL
[image: image1.jpg]



RULES OF THE FISH BOWL

1. I will select five random students to enter the Fish Bowl.

2. The rest of the students will sit in the desks around the Fish Bowl.

3. I will start the discussion with one of the questions from homework.

4. The discussion with begin with the students in the Fish Bowl, and each will present their evidence based on the question. Afterwards, students in the Fish Bowl may ask each other questions about their choices. 

5. After the student has spoken and contributed something meaningful, they may exit the Fish Bowl, and another student may enter.

6. The discussion will be moderated by me, and I will periodically ask new questions.

7. BE RESPECTFUL OF THE STUDENTS IN THE FISH BOWL! 
LESSON 7: “Found Poetry”

_______________________________________

WHAT’S ON FOR TODAY AND WHY?
Today, we tackle the relationship of Finn and “H”. Romantic? OR Just Friends? This is an interesting place to look at the relationship, because the students have read several situations where the relationship is questionable. Also, the students have read that “H” is more obsessed with Finn. “H” is inquisitive about Finn’s lifestyle, and is the less dominant of the relationship. But now, “H” is taking on a mothering role helping Finn to overcome his sickness. For this lesson, students will be looking at passages in the entire book, and analyzing their relationship. After they have chosen specific passages, they will be asked to make a found poem. A found poem uses phrases and words from the text to create a piece of poetry. Found Poetry is beneficial on a number of different levels. But most importantly, students are completing a close reading of the text, analyzing characters, interpreting text, and becoming creative with the product.
HOW TO DO IT:
1. DISCUSSION OF HOMEWORK
The class will be arranged in a circle. The teacher will begin the class with a discussion of homework as in previous days. The teacher should ask one or two students to share their responses. After the discussion of the homework, the teacher should move into the reading for today.
2. READ CHAPTER 21
Students will read chapter twenty one using the Spirit Reading Method. 

One student will begin reading and will continue to read until he or she wants to stop. Another student in the class will pick up on the reading where the student has left off, and the students will continue this method till the end of the chapter.
3. FOUND POETRY ARTICLE ON SMARTBOARD
Teacher will distribute a handout about Found Poetry. But, first the teacher will direct the students to the Smart Board to review an article about Found Poetry. The class will read over the handout and the article, and the students will begin the exercise. The teacher should walk around the room, helping students and directing them to passages in the text which could be helpful. The students will have the remainder of the period to work on this project, and will finish it for homework. Also, the teacher can choose to share his or her poetry the following day or prior to the children writing their own poetry.
PLEASE SEE FOUND POETRY HANDOUT.

PLEASE SEE FOUND POETRY ARTICLE.

LINK FOR ARTICLE: http://www.poets.org/viewmedia.php/prmMID/5780
4. HOMEWORK

Teacher will direct the students to the blog and homework assignment sheet. Students should also finish the found poetry, if they have not completed the activity in class. Also, remind the students to post this activity to their blogs.
HOW DID IT GO? 

OK, students should be introduced to the complexity of “H” and Finn’s relationship. By using Found Poetry to do this will give students the option to make their own conclusions. Meg Rosoff does not give answers to this question, and as we read on the students will be aware of the surprise ending. But still there are no real answers, only interpretations and assumptions can be made by using the evidence in the text. It is the goal for students to become creative with this found poetry activity, because later in the unit they will be creating their own film based on an alternative ending or a recap of the time gap that was depicted in the novel.
The teacher should have a good understanding of how the activity went based on the poems and the discussion the next day. The teacher should at least give half the period to the presentation and discussion of the poetry. The relationship of “H” and Finn is vital to understanding the novel, and students need to make their own assumptions based on the evidence presented in the text. 
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FOUND POETRY
1. Think about sections or passages in the novel which describe “H” and Finn’s relationship, and choose one which you think accurately depicts their relationship. (There is no right or wrong answer to this question) You may choose more than one passage, but please keep it to two passages.
2. Carefully re-read the section or sections, and look for words and phrases which stand out in the passage. Write down words and phrases which are moving, interesting, powerful, unique, descriptive, and that reflect that feelings of their relationship.
3. On a separate sheet of paper, start ordering and putting the lines together, try to make sense of them. Be poetic here! After all, the end product should be poetry. You could rearrange words, reverse phrases, space out words, change the tense, use capitalization or change the format. You could also make it rhyme, but it doesn’t have to!
4. Read over the poem, and edit it. Does the poem flow? Or is it choppy? Could you add something? Or does something need to be cut out? You’re the poet…you decide!

5. Finally, think of a title. It doesn’t have to be called “H” and Finn, or “H” and Finn’s relationship.

6. Also, note where you found the section or sections, and please post it to your blog.

7. Be prepared to share! Everyone should share their poem tomorrow in class!
AN EXAMPLE: 

BY THE SEA:
We lived together in a boyish ideal,

(My boyish ideal)

Of perfect happiness.

The taste of my own salty skin,

My face turned brown from the April sun,

My hair felt thick, textured with salt.

I imagined growing taller and slimmer 

And bolder.

Pg. 127

From: http://www.poets.org/viewmedia.php/prmMID/5780
Found poems take existing texts and refashion them, reorder them, and present them as poems. The literary equivalent of a collage, found poetry is often made from newspaper articles, street signs, graffiti, speeches, letters, or even other poems.

A pure found poem consists exclusively of outside texts: the words of the poem remain as they were found, with few additions or omissions. Decisions of form, such as where to break a line, are left to the poet. 

Examples of found poems can be seen in the work of Blaise Cendrars, David Antin, and Charles Reznikoff. In his book Testimony, Reznikoff created poetry from law reports, such as this excerpt: 

Amelia was just fourteen and out of the orphan asylum; at her


first job--in the bindery, and yes sir, yes ma'am, oh, so


anxious to please.

She stood at the table, her blond hair hanging about her


shoulders, "knocking up" for Mary and Sadie, the stichers

("knocking up" is counting books and stacking them in piles to


be taken away).

Many poets have also chosen to incorporate snippets of found texts into larger poems, most significantly Ezra Pound. His Cantos includes letters written by presidents and popes, as well as an array of official documents from governments and banks. The Waste Land, by T. S. Eliot, uses many different texts, including Wagnerian opera, Shakespearian theater, and Greek mythology. Other poets who combined found elements with their poetry are William Carlos Williams, Charles Olson, and Louis Zukofsky. 

The found poem achieved prominence in the twentieth-century, sharing many traits with Pop Art, such as Andy Warhol's soup cans or Marcel Duchamp's bicycle wheels and urinals. The writer Annie Dillard has said that turning a text into a poem doubles that poem's context. "The original meaning remains intact," she writes, "but now it swings between two poles." 

LESSON 8: “Poetry Session”
___________________________________________________________________

WHAT’S ON FOR TODAY AND WHY?

Yesterday, students analyzed “H” and Finn’s relationship by making Found Poetry. Today, the students will be presenting the found poetry, and having an open discussion. Each student will present their poem to the class. Keep in mind that the teacher has also asked the students to write rationale about their poem, and the reasoning behind their opinions of the character’s relationship. After the poetry has been presented to the class, the class will divide up based on their rationale. The teacher will create groups of four people and discussion questions based on their rationale. In groups, the students will work on their discussion questions and present their answers to the class. Finally, the class will break into an open discussion as the period ends.
HOW TO DO IT:
1. POETRY SESSION
The teacher should arrange the classroom in a horseshoe shape today. At the front of the classroom, a teacher should place a podium on a table, or simply just designate an area for the students to read their poetry. Each student will read their poem to the class. 

2. GROUP WORK
After the students have finished reading their poem to the class, the teacher will take a class vote. The teacher will pose the following question to the class:

· In your opinion, are “H” and Finn’s considered to be just friends or is it romantic?

After the vote, the teacher will break students into groups based on their vote. Keep in mind; this does not have to be a debate format. So if all students decide that “H” and Finn are friends that is fine. It would be more interesting if the class was divided, but the teacher could also add guiding questions to stir in controversy into the discussion in groups. While the students are in groups, the teacher should be walking around and posing additional questions to the students.
PLEASE SEE DISCUSSION QUESTIONS- ROMANTIC OR JUST FRIENDS?
3. BRING IT TOGETHER
 The teacher should talk very briefly about his or her own opinion of the relationship, and express that there really is no right or wrong answer as of now. The class should end with the closing statement of:
· I THINK…

· Students will be asked to finish the sentence speaking in brief sentences around the circle.

4. HOMEWORK

The teacher should direct the students to the homework assignment sheet of reading and a blog post. The students will be asked to write about role reversals when Finn becomes ill. This should help the students understand their relationship more after they have finished the assigned reading. 
HOW DID IT GO?

Creating Found Poetry is a great assignment, because it is creative, fun, and really works for this purpose of analyzing relationships. Students are granted permission to access any passage into the book, and make their own assumptions based on “H” and Finn’s relationship. This will help students go back over intricate details they may have missed, but also help students form their own thoughts toward their relationship. The poetry session will give students a chance to showcase their work, and tell of any unique ideas which they may have. Lastly, the group work will be helpful by exchanging information and ideas together between students. The teacher should interject and help the students as much as possible. If the teacher does not interject, the students could be lost or go off tangent. 
Finally, bringing the discussion together should be a good indicator about how the students are working with the text, and if they are really focusing in on details. Lastly, the teacher should know how the students are thinking based on the last thought they express before the period is over. 
Discussion Questions: Romantic or Just Friends?
1. After creating your Found Poem and writing a rationale, why do you think “H” and Finn are either Romantic or Just Friends?

2. What makes this relationship unique?

3. Are there any places in the novel which absolutely confirm your position?

4. Look at the other side of the spectrum; based on your choice do you think that H and Finn could be the other possibility?

5. Are there any characteristics which make either character masculine or feminine?

6. What do “H’s” friends believe about their relationship?

7. Why is the relationship so secretive?
LESSON 9: “Reading the Storm”
_______________________________________
WHAT’S ON FOR TODAY AND WHY?
Today, the students will be reading thorough the storm in Chapters 26 and 27. The students will participate in an interactive reading of the story by replicating the storm through performance activities. The teacher will supply different objects to make noises and duplicate storm sounds. Recreating the storm, will help students understand the power behind the storm and why Rosoff chooses to insert a storm in her writing. A wise man once said, “Rain is not an accident in a film.” This large storm in the novel is deliberate, and students should be able to pick up on author choices after this lesson. This lesson will also be helpful for creating mood, and emotion in the student film created at the end of the unit.
HOW TO DO IT:

1. ARRANGE CLASSROOM INTO STATIONS
Prior to the start of class, the teacher should arrange the classroom into five different stations. Each station will provide a different noise, and be read throughout the passage. Some sounds will require additional props and noisemakers, so the teacher should come prepared with supplies. The teacher can assign groups as students walk into class, and direct them to sit in a group until all groups are filled with students.

PLEASE SEE PERFORMANCE ACTIVITY HANDOUT.
2. PERFORMANCE READING OF CHAPTERS 26 AND 27
The narration group will take turns reading until the storm begins in Chapter 27 on page 168. The teacher may also read if the students in the group become tired of reading. As Chapter 27 begins, each sound will start making noises as directed in their stations. The narration group and the teacher will all be reading as the storm passage comes to a close. Students will stop making noises on page 173, “The next time I awoke it was quiet. Not just quiet, silent. Still as death.”
3. DISCUSSION OF AUTHOR CHOICES
Students will be asked to analyze this task, but first the teacher will ask the students 
· Why it was important to emphasize the storm?
Teacher will help the students understand how an author may insert or write events, places, and things into a novel to emphasize character feelings and emotions. The students should take notice that the storm was deliberate, and works with how “H” is feeling toward Finn at this point in the novel. Also, the storm serves as the pre-climax point in the novel. The teacher can discuss this point after the surprise is reveled in the upcoming chapters. Students will be asked to work on the discussion questions, and finish them for homework.
PLEASE SEE DISCUSSION QUESTIONS-AUTHOR CHOICES.
HOW DID IT GO?
Performance helps students understand the impact of an author’s choice in a novel. By highlighting the storm, this will help the students learn that setting is imperative and very important to the character’s feeling and character relationship. This is a great activity to get the entire class involved, and also is fun to do!

The students will work on discussion questions after the storm activity to reinforce the importance of the storm, and the teacher should see how well students understood the activity based on the answers. Finally, this is a great activity which can be changed as the day goes on.  If a teacher notices, the sounds aren’t working or there is too much sound. He or she could easily adjust the group sizes for the next period. 


[image: image3.wmf]
Group One: Rain
Pebbles in a coffee cane. Little Pebbles will be thrown in a coffee can.
Group Two: Wind 
Howling Wind. Students will make Howling Sounds.
Group Three: Thunder and Lighting

Symbol and whips. Drum Symbols and a Horse Whip struck against the ground.
Group Four: The Sea

Splashing water against a tub. Water Bottles and Buckets thrown into a large garbage can.
Group Five: Narration

Narrate the passage.

The Storm begins in Chapter 27 on Page 169. Prior to the storm, everyone will take turns reading from the beginning of Chapter 26. Each person in their respective station will make noise during the storm. Pass the objects around the circle so each student can have a chance to contribute to the storm. Take notice of when your sound is being emphasized in the chapter, and be louder at those points. During longer pauses of narration, do not get too crazy, because we will not be able to hear the narration. Before we get started, mark in the novels where the Storm starts and where the Storm ends.
Discussion Questions: After the Storm
1. What does the author want us to realize? 

2. How does the storm have an effect on the characters?

3. Does this storm change or add anything to the story?

4. Did you like this activity, and did you think it was useful for understanding the impact of a severe storm in a novel?

5. Can you think of any other examples in the book, were an incident is illustrated to showcase the character’s feelings?

6. Post the answers to your BLOG!
LESSON 10: “He’s really a She, What?”
WHAT’S ON FOR TODAY AND NOW?

Today, the students will find out the surprise twist ending. The students will be reading Chapter 29, and looking at the main characters relationship once more. First, the class will read the chapter, and after a brief discussion will take place. Using essential questions the students and teacher will go through previous examples in the novel to find out what they missed and how this can be confirmed. The students will be asked to complete a writing assignment in the voice of “H” for the remainder of the period. From this point, discussion and group work have made up a lot of the in class activities. Now, a silent writing activity will allow students to see a different perspective in this situation and really express themselves.
HOW TO DO IT:
1. READ CHAPTER 29

Students will read Chapter 29 in a discussion circle. Students will take turns reading around the circle until the chapter is complete. The teacher will not break into any discussion until the students have finished reading the chapter.

2. DISCUSSION

Teacher will ask the students the following question:

· So we have found out that Finn is not a “HE”, but really is a “SHE”! Are there any hints you can think of that Rosoff uses to characterize her personality? Look through the chapters, and try to find some examples.
Students should begin working with the text to find some possible spots which suggest another gender. They can work with another student if they wish. There really are few, and Rosoff always uses the correct pronoun while she is talking about the respective gender. For example in earlier chapters, Rosoff always uses “HE” and now she will use “SHE”. Some examples of places in the book which could work as possible hints towards Finn as a female are:
· Pg. 161- Blood and Menstruation in the bed.

· Pg. 159- Bath, and not wanting to undress in front of “H".
· Pg. 153- Eyelids and “H” watching Finn sleep.

· Pg. 142- Finn changing into Long Johns.

· Pg. 127- Notes there will be a change in the story.

· Pg. 103- The Fortune Teller predicting a fortune about a girl in “H’s” life.
3. WRITING ASSIGNMENT
Teacher will distribute a handout for a writing assignment in Hilary’s Voice.

Students will have the remainder of the period to work on this assignment. Students should try to duplicate how Hilary might be feeling, and are encouraged to put extra detail in the assignment and use the above mentioned points as ways to expand on this entry.
PLEASE SEE WRITING IN HILARY’S VOICE SHEET.
4. Homework Sheet

Remind the students to look at the Homework Sheet. Students will finish reading the book over the weekend. Also, students will be asked to finish the writing assignment given in class and post it to their blogs. Students should finish the rest of their weekly assignments, and have them posted to the blogs by 11:59PM Sunday Night.
HOW DID IT GO?
Ah, the surprise ending! Finally, the students will understand why the teacher has chosen the novel. The teacher should be able to explain the situation if a student can not comprehend and be able to clarify the situation if necessary. Also, having a list of discussion points is helpful in reinforcing this point of Finn being a female.

A great indication of understanding will come from the writing assignment. The students will be able to take detailed examples from the text, and apply their own opinion and voice to the writing. This will also help the students come into character of Hilary for the films they will be creating in the upcoming weeks. 
Dear Journal,
For this assignment, I want you to create a journal entry from Hilary’s point of view and voice. The Journal entry should encompass how Hilary might feel in this difficult situation. Hilary would be confused, scared, and lost. But those are just three adjectives which I think would describe him. You may want to consider the points discussed in class to add to the entry, or you can become completely creative and make your own decisions. Either way, please take time with this assignment, and make it interesting to read. Remember, you are trying to recreate this emotional moment for Hilary. As always, post to your blog. You may want to post a graphic or type in an interesting font if you feel it would add to the entry.
EXAMPLES IN THE NOVEL:

· Pg. 161- Blood and Menstruation in the bed.

· Pg. 159- Bath, and not wanting to undress in front of “H".

· Pg. 153- Eyelids and “H” watching Finn sleep.

· Pg. 142- Finn changing into Long Johns.

· Pg. 127- Notes there will be a change in the story.

· Pg. 103- The Fortune Teller predicting a fortune about a girl in “H’s” life.

	ASSIGNMENT
	DATE DUE
	CREDIT
	POINTS POSSIBLE
	POINTS RECIEVED

	Fish Bowl Debate
	Monday
	
	25
	

	Discussion Questions for Fish Bowl
	Monday
	Check, Check Plus,

Check Minus
	
	

	In Your Own Voice
	Tuesday
	
	25
	

	Found Poetry
	Wednesday
	
	25
	

	Rationale
	Wednesday
	
	25
	

	Discussion Questions for Romantic or Just Friends
	Thursday
	Check, Check Plus,

Check Minus
	
	

	Discussions Questions for After the Storm
	Friday
	Check, Check Plus,

Check Minus
	
	

	Journal Entry in Hilary Voice
	Sunday, 11:59 PM
	
	25
	

	
	
	
	TOTAL:
	


NAME: ____________________________________________________

WEEK ENDING:

____________________________________________________

COMMENTS:

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
LESSON 11: “Book Talk”
_______________________________________
WHAT’S ON FOR TODAY AND WHY?
The students have finished the book over the weekend, and today the class will participate in a Book Review Talk. The teacher will be the leader in the Book Talk, but the students will predominantly do all the speaking. The Book Talk will help students understand the ending of the novel, and critique the work of Rosoff in an intellectual and stimulating way by promoting cooperative learning. 
HOW TO DO IT:

1. ARRANGE CLASSROOM

The teacher should arrange the classroom in a large discussion circle, and the teacher should be in the middle somewhere. This is important because, the teacher will be monitoring the Book Talk. The teacher should oversee the entire discussion, but let the students do most of the talking.
2. BOOK TALK

The teacher should start the Book Talk, and the students will answer questions one by one, by going around the circle. If any student or the teacher has a question about the statement made, the person may raise their hand and ask for clarification. It is most effective, to have all students give their opinions and not have too much interaction from the teacher. Also, instruct the students to take out a blank piece of paper to write down notes or points of interest other students might bring up. Another helpful hint, if you notice the students are giving the same answers one after another. Ask the students to elaborate on their responses. For example, one question might concern the student’s favorite part of the novel or least favorite. If students keep on answering the same part one after another, ask why. The purpose of the book talk is to expose students to multiple responses and answers, and the teacher should be active in making sure this goes on!
PLEASE SEE BOOK TALK DISCUSSION POINTS.
3. QUICK WRITE
Students will be asked to respond to this open ended question in a written response which will be collected at the end of the period:

· From the Book Talk, I learned…

4. HOMEWORK 

Teacher will ask the students to look over the assignment sheet for tonight’s homework. Tonight, the students will be writing their own reviews of Rosoff’s work. Students will be asked to post the review on http://www.buildingranibows.com/, which is a free website that hosts book reviews for young adults and adolescences. The teacher will take any questions regarding the assignment.
HOW DID IT GO?
The book talk is a great way for students to begin to look at literature in a more critical aspect. As well as give students a chance to express their opinions about a piece of literature. Students will be the predominant participants in this discussion, and the teacher will just monitor and help students clarify their opinions and reviews of the novel. The teacher can also see how well the students understood the novel, by the answers which they give. Also, the teacher can use this as an evaluative exercise to see if the novel is worthwhile to teach in the future.
The writing assignment is a great way for students to put their words into writing, and publish for an authentic audience on a Book Review site. Creating an authentic audience helps the students work harder on an assignment, and also really gives the students the opportunity to express their own unique opinion.
BOOK TALK QUESTIONS: FOR THE TEACHER
1. What did you think of the ending of the novel?

2. Did anything confuse you about the ending of the novel; do you need clarification for any points?

3. What didn’t you like or liked about the ending?

4. What was your favorite part about the novel?

5. What would you change about the novel?

6. What did you learn from the novel?

7. Who should read this novel? Explain!

8. Would you read Meg Rosoff again?
The questions may be approached in any order. It is probably most appropriate to start with the questions about the ending, because students might want to talk about what happened. Also, the teacher should monitor and facilitate the discussion by asking students to explain their answers. Students might fall into the slump of responding the same to answers. Also, a teacher could add questions to the discussion; this is just a sample outline of some questions to use for the Book Talk.

LESSON 12: “Evaluation”
_______________________________________
WHAT’S ON FOR TODAY AND WHY?
Evaluation is important in any unit plan. And this evaluation will be geared for the teacher, and not so much for the students. It is important to include student choice into a curriculum and have feedback from the students. However, the students are still benefiting by being able to further voice their own opinions as well as given more practice in critiquing a piece of literature. 
First, the teacher will read over the reviews posted on the website prior to class. The teacher should try to find one important or thought provoking concept about each review and bring it to attention to the class. Next, the teacher will distribute an evaluation sheet regarding the novel, and the lessons. Finally, the teacher will briefly introduce the film project and go over the homework for tonight.
HOW TO DO IT:

1. Prior to the class 
The teacher should go onto the website, and read through the reviews posted from each student. The teacher will write down one thought provoking and interesting point about each review to present to the class for discussion. Please arrange the classroom in a discussion circle as well.
2. DISCUSSION

The teacher will go around the room and individually ask each student about the point he or she chose from their review. The teacher will ask the student to further explain a point, or tell why they may have written the review they did. The teacher should remember that the each point should be brief, and this is used as a highlighting exercise to bring up points to think about during the evaluation.
3. EVALUATION 
Teachers need to be evaluated too! This is an opportunity for teachers to receive that evaluation. Students will be asked to fill out a brief evaluation form about the novel, and the lessons and activities associated with the unit. The teacher will have the opportunity to see if the novel is worthwhile teaching in the future. 
4. INTRODUCTION TO FILM PROJECT
Teacher will bring the class together. And direct there attention to the front of the room. The students will be asked to create a VokoPop post tonight about possible ideas for creating a film. The teacher will ask students to throw down ideas on VokoPop for a film, and the class will review the ideas tomorrow in class.

HOW DID IT GO?
In this unit there is no formal test evaluation for the students. The students are writing daily, thinking critically, and using creativity to work with performance and technology. The end evaluation will be making a short film about the novel or an idea presented in the novel. However, teachers should include a brief evaluation about their own teaching methods. Although, students are not fellow colleagues, they can still identify if a lesson you have presented to them was a “flop”. As a Reflective Practitioner, you should incorporate new ideas and try to always improve on your old lessons.
STUDENT Evaluation
1. Did you enjoy reading the novel? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. What was your favorite lesson or activity? Why?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. What was your least favorite lesson or activity? Why?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Were there any lessons or activities which seemed confusing?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. Should I teach this novel in the future? Why or Why not?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6. If you had a suggestion for a novel to be taught, what novel would it be and why?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

FILM PITCH/VOKOPOP 
Are you waiting for me to show you, What I Was, the film?
Well, there is none! TOO BAD, SO SAD! SO…
[image: image4.png]| WANT YOU

to go do something else right now




THINGS TO DO:
1. Create a film with a group of four people. (More on this tomorrow)
2. But first, you need an idea!
3. Log onto VokoPop, and pitch me an idea about your film.

4. Find the Discussion, What I Was Film and start talking.

5. Although, this is a group project, I want you to create your own pitch.

6. The pitch should be about a minute long. This is just an informal way to get ideas out there. You will have to submit a formal pitch to me in writing at a later date.
THINGS TO KEEP IN MIND:
1. Stay away from a strict adaption.
2. BE CREATIVE

3. Think about a scene which you could expand on.

4. Re-write the ending of the novel.

5. Create additional characters.

6. Tie up loose ends.

7. Create a prequel about H and Finn
	Assignment
	Date Due
	Credit Exercise
	Points Possible
	Points Received

	REVIEW
	
	
	25
	

	BOOK TALK

Participation
	
	Check, Check Plus,

Check Minus
	
	

	Evaluation
	
	
	25
	

	VokoPop Post
	
	Check, Check Plus,

Check Minus
	
	

	
	
	
	TOTAL:
	


NAME: ____________________________________________________

WEEK ENDING:

____________________________________________________

COMMENTS:

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
LESSON 13: “Film Project”
WHAT’S ON FOR TODAY AND WHY?

After the completion of the novel, students just expect there to be a movie for the novel, or another movie similar to the storyline to be shown. Although, film can be a useful tool in the classroom, students will be creating their own films to showcase their learning and comprehension of the novel read in class.
This lesson is great, because it allows all students to become active participants in their learning and each and every student is involved. Many of the lessons track and take notice to specific details of the characters which will help students prepare and create their films. At, this point in the year the students have already worked with Movie Maker, Audacity, and Photo Story. Students are familiar with the technology, but the teacher could always give little refresher mini lessons as the students complete the project. Before the class gets started, make sure there are at least five digital cameras which the students can have access to. The filming should be predominantly done outside the classroom. However, the teacher should reserve some time in the computer lab for editing and adding effects to the movie. The entire process should take about two weeks to complete if there are five students in each group working effectively to get the task done.
HOW TO DO IT:

1. FILM PITCH IDEAS

Arrange the classroom into a discussion circle. A “DO NOW” will be posted on the board. Students should write about their ideas in the VokoPop Discussion, and tell what they would like to see in a movie made out of the novel, What I Was. The teacher and the students will have a brief ten minute discussion about possible ideas and possible pitches for their own films.
2. GROUPS

The teacher will prearrange the groups prior to class. Each group will have five students, and each group member will possess a role to complete the film. The students can now get into their groups while the teacher goes over the remainder of the assignment.
3. ASSIGNMENT

The teacher will begin to go over the assignment sheet, and the different roles designated in each group. After the teacher has finished going over the group sheet, the students will decide which roles they will be for the remainder of the project. The teacher will walk around the classroom as the students designate roles, and answer any questions the students might have.
4. RUBRIC

The teacher will now look over the rubric with the students. The rubric will give a great idea of how the students will be graded, and what they should be doing on the project. Technical questions about length, number of effects, and images used will also be added to the rubric. The teacher will take any additional questions from the students about the project.
5. WORK ON FILM PITCH

Now, students will finalize their film pitch with group works, and complete any additional work on the film pitch for homework. 
HOW DID IT GO?
The outcome of the main activity will not be found out until three weeks from now. But this is a great activity which supports all learners, and helps students comprehend the novel and the characters which are in it. More importantly, students are combining and working with so many intelligences, but still having fun creating a product which the entire school can enjoy. Creating an authentic audience, and holding a film festival at the school is important. As, I have mentioned previously in the past, the students strive and worker harder to impress an authentic audience. Students are incorporating writing, performance, technology, and editing into the creation of the project. 
The teacher will be able to see how the work is progressing by helping the students edit in the computer lab. Simple tasks, like uploading pictures or files might be troublesome for students. But, the students should be familiar with the software already or can be reintroduced by a mini lesson or a simple tutorial. Overall, the outcomes of the films are the best way to look at the lesson and further more the unit’s success. If students can productively create a film, they have shown they more than just understand the novel. The students are critiquing and interpreting Rosoff’s work to create their own masterpiece of English Language Arts in the classroom.
RESOURCES:

Based on Scholastic Movie Roles:

http://www2.scholastic.com/browse/teach.jsp
Based on Rubric:

http://eombtt1o.wetpaint.com/page/Short+Film+Rubric?t=anon

“WHAT I WAS” FILM FESTIVAL

Date: May 27th, 2009
Time: 7:00 PM
Place: High School Auditorium
Refreshments will be served
FILM PROJECT: 
Create a Five to Ten Minute Film based on the novel, What I was.

GROUP MEMBER RESPONSIBLITIES:

Each student in a group will be responsible in helping for:

· Writing the Pitch. One pitch per group.
· Writing the Shooting Script. One script per group.
· Selecting film locations.

· Reviewing and Help with Editing.

Roles:

Videographers (2):  

· The Camera Crew 
· Responsible for all film equipment, and the sole user of the equipment.
Computer Technicians (2):

· Adding sound effects and images to the movie.

· Responsible for searching for sound effects and images.

· Responsible for uploading the film clips to Movie Maker.
Director (1):

· Director.

· Helps Camera Crew establish shots, solves any problems.

· Gets or makes props.

SOFTWARE REFERENCES:

WINDOWS MOVIE MAKER TUTORIAL:
 http://presentationsoft.about.com/od/moviemaker/ss/import_pics.htm
 I MOVIE TUTORIAL: 
http://desktopvideo.about.com/od/desktopediting/ss/imoviestart_2.htm
GRADING:

See Attached Rubric.
COMPONENTS AND DUE DATES:

FILM PITCH: Due Friday
SHOOTING SCRIPT: Due Monday
FILM DUE: Two Weeks from today, Wednesday
FILM FESTIVAL: Three Weeks from today, Wednesday
	Category
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Filming and Camera Shots
	Camera movement is smooth, lighting quality is effective, and uses high variety of shots.
	Camera movement is generally smooth, quality is adequate, and uses some variety of shots.
	Camera is a bit jerky, lighting is a bit problematic, and uses little variety of shots.
	Camera is very jerky; lighting is very problematic, and repetitive and weak shots.

	Sound
	Very Clear, narration is effective, and uses highly effective sound effects to convey mood. Includes additional music for effect.
	Clear, narration is adequate, uses appropriate sound effects to convey mood. 
	Not very clear, narration is poor, and does not use many sound effects to convey mood.
	Audio and narration is not clear. No sound effects or music to convey mood.

	Transitions/Effects
	Excellent variety of transitions and effects. Very smooth blend between scenes.
	Good variety of transitions and effects. Smooth blend between scenes.
	Poor use of transitions and no effects. Jerky between scenes.
	Little or no transitions or effects. Very jerky between scenes.

	Process
	Excellent script and pitch handed in with film. Clear evidence a process was followed.
	Good script and pitch handed in with film. Some evidence a process was followed. 

Few errors.
	Poor Script and pitch handed in with film. Little evidence a process was followed. 

Many Errors.
	No Script and pitch handed in with film. Large evidence process was NOT followed. Lots of Errors.

	Creativity/Originality
	Approaches in a highly unique way.
	Approaches in a unique way.
	Not so unique, and copies unoriginal qualities.
	Nothing unique or original.

	Length
	Excellent Length
5-10 Minutes.
	Meets
5 Minutes.
	Less than 
5 Minutes.
	Less than 
2 Minutes.

	Group Evaluation
	Teacher observed cooperative learning and high levels of team work.
	Teacher observed some cooperative learning, and good levels of team work.
	Teacher observed little cooperative learning, and some levels of team work.
	Teacher observed no cooperative learning, and hardly any team work.
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